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ABSTRACT

Rosales Rodríguez, Amán. Reflexión crítica y pluralismo cultural. As-
pectos del ensayo hispánico [Critical Reflection and Cultural Pluralism. 
Aspects of the Hispanic Essay] 

All the subjects examined in each chapter of this volume are dealt with 
from the perspective of the essay. This literary form is viewed as one 
of the main resources for artistic and intellectual expression chosen by 
countless authors of the Spanish speaking world. In the first chapter, 
a conceptual introduction to the essay as a textual object and to essayism 
as a critical disposition is offered. In the second, the defense of cultural 
‘mestizaje’ by three distinguished Latin American authors: M. Picón 
Salas, A. Uslar Pietri and W. Ospina is commented in its current sig-
nificance. The third chapter deals with a prominent characteristic of 
the Cuban essayistic tradition of the last one hundred years, namely 
its persistent defense of cultural hybridity and transculturation. In the 
fourth chapter, some characteristic of the cultural critique of contem-
porary Spanish writer Rafael Argullol are analyzed. The final, fifth, 
chapter considers main traits of the notable Mexican author, Salvador 
Elizondo’s essay writing, in which the combination of existential and 
metaliterary concerns plays a significant role. Through all the book, it 
is insisted that the essay must be seen as a dynamic, (self)reflective and 
always changing literary hybrid, ideally open to the objective discussion 
of a plurality of points of view and world conceptions.
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