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This volume is a collection of articles presented at the international conference
“Practicing Japan — 35 Years of Japanese Studies in Poznan and Krakoéw”, held on
March 24-26, 2022. This conference was jointly organized by the Department of
Japanese Studies at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan and the Department
of Japanese Studies and Sinology at Jagiellonian University in Krakow. The two
Departments were established simultaneously in 1987, and over 35 years they
have transformed into thriving centers of research on Japan. Previously, Japanese
studies in Poland had been conducted only at University of Warsaw.

The opening of Poland to contacts with Japan after the fall of communism
in 1989 unleashed a huge wave of interest in the country, which has continued
uninterrupted to the present. One measure of this interest is that Japanese studies
in Poland breaks records for popularity among college applicants every year. The
Polish Japanese Studies community has transformed from a small group of scholars
into a large community of researchers specializing in Japanese literature, language,
history, culture, political and social sciences. The “Practicing Japan...” conference
reflects the transformation that has taken place in Polish Japanese studies over the
past three decades. Although it was held under the conditions of the COVID-19
pandemic, it was attended by more than 100 scholars from around the world.

The organization of the conference, as well as the publication of this volume,
would not have been possible without the generous support of the Japan Founda-
tion, for which the organizers express their sincere thanks.

Prof. Estera Zeromska, Adam Mickiewicz University
Dr hab. Stanistaw Meyer, Jagiellonian University
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