Mechanisms of the Formation and Evolution
of Personal Information Spaces
in the Humanities






Mirostaw Goérny
Ewa Glowacka
Malgorzata Kisilowska
Zbigniew Osinski

Mechanisms of the Formation and Evolution
of Personal Information Spaces
in the Humanities

wydaw/nictwo

Poznan 2017



Cover design:
Wydawnictwo Rys

Reviewer:
prof. dr hab. Piotr Nowak

Translated from the Polish by John Catlow

© Copyright by
Mirostaw Gorny, Ewa Glowacka,
Malgorzata Kisilowska, Zbigniew Osinski
& Wydawnictwo Rys

Edition I, Poznan 2017

ISBN 978-83-65483-39-3

This work was produced under research project no. UMO-2013/09/B/HS2/01186
funded by the National Science Centre, Poland (Narodowe Centrum Nauki)

Edition:

widaw nictwo

Wydawnictwo Rys
Dabrowka, ul. Kolejowa 41
62-070 Dopiewo
tel. 0600 44 55 80
www.wydawnictworys.com
e-mail: rysstudio@o02.pl



Contents

ADSITACE ..ttt 9
INErOAUCHION ...t 11
Part I The Concept of the Personal Information Space......................... 15
1.1 Survey of definitioNns .......cccoceeiririninininienecceec e 15
1.2 An extended concept of the personal information space ..................... 37

1.2.1 The understanding of the PIS concept adopted in this work....... 38
Part IT Methodological ISSues ............c.c.coooeiviiniiinieniiiiieicceceeeee 43
2.1 The methodological significance of the PIS ..........ccccocooiiiiiinnnnnnnn. 43
2.2 Box-ticking hypothesis .........ccoecieriieiinieiereeeeeee e 45
2.3 An indicator-based working model............cocoverinininininini 47

2.3.1 Status of library acCoUNts..........ccceerervererenienienieieierceeeeeeeee 48

2.3.2 Contents of bibliographies in publications ...........ccccceevevrennene 49

2.3.3 Indicators of activity in the collection of bibliographic information .. 49
2.3.4 Indicators of activity in accumulating texts of studies and

INFOrMAtioN SOUICES.......cveuieiieiieiiriinieresteetent ettt 54
2.3.5 Indicators relating to the publishing process ...........cccecveveerueenene 56
2.3.6 Selected indicators of scholarly communication ........................ 57
2.3.7 Information-related actionsS.........c.cceeeererierrenienienieieieeeieeene 61
2.3.8 Research plan.........ccooceieeieriieiecieeeee et 63
2.3.9 Description of research tools ..........cceveverenieneneneiieieieieenne 64
Part III Survey Results and Analysis ..., 67
3.1 Frequency and systematic nature of aCtivity........ccocevveveevevereeennnncnn 67
3.2 Recording of search results.........c..cocvererineneninicneneciecceeeeee 71
3.3 Process of bibliographic searching .........c..coccecerevverenenieiennerceinenenn 73
3.4 Collection and archiving of materials (full texts of studies, sources,
PAPETS) ettt ettt ettt ettt et b ettt ettt eae e 76
3.5 Factors hindering the use of literature...........coccoevvevvenenieienieneeenennenn 79
3.6 Conditions for the publication of WOrK.........ccccoevvivienieniciiiiiieiiinen 81
3.7 Use of academic lIbraries. ........cocveeerereninencnicnicieccecceceeee 83
3.8 Tools used in scholarly communication............cceceeveceenieneneenenenne. 86
3.9 Estimates concerning scholarly communication..........c.cccccueeveeennnene 88
3.10 Attitudes to digital information infrastructure ............ccccceeeveeeernnncne 91
3.11 Results Of SUIVEY 4 .....oouiiiiiiiiiiiieeere e 94



3.12 Sources of information concerning information tools

(reSUILS OF SUTVEY 2)..iiieniieiiiiieiieeie ettt 99
3.13 Content of bibliographies in publications — a bibliometric analysis..... 104
Part IV Elements of the PIS — Evaluating the Current State .............. 107
4.1 Information INfrastruCture . ........ccevuerieieierieieincecees e 107
4.1.1 The form of information infrastructure in the humanities........ 107
4.1.2 Digitisation of the information infrastructure in the humanities.... 108
4.1.3 Digital sources for research in the humanities.............c.cc.oc...... 109
4.2 Bibliographic information in digital form...........c.ccocoverininininnnnne. 117
4.3 Publications by humanities scholars in digital form...........c..coco...... 127
4.4 Digital tools supporting scholarly communication and research work .. 134
4.5 The digital hUMANIHES. .....ccvveviriieiieieieeiee e 138
4.6 The information infrastructure of library and information science.... 153
4.6.1 S1Z€ Of TESOUICES ....veviviiiieieieieiieeceie et 153
4.6.2 WOTIACat ...t 156
4.6.3 SpecialiSt JOUINAlS .......ccecvieierieieriieieeeee e 159
4.6.4 Open resources and rePOSItOTICS ........cvevverreeruerreerueneereneeennens 161
4.6.5 Information resources for sample research areas in library
and information SCIENCE ........cc.eoveeeiririninerenenere e 163
4.6.6 RetrieVability.......ccvecvieieriieieiieiese e 170
4.6.8 CONCIUSIONS.....cetiiriiiiiirtiteieeeete ettt 174
4.7 Humanities scholars’ knowledge and skills in information-related
ACHTIVIEY cuvevieiieete e et ete et ettt ettt sit et e et et e ene e b e esa e seeseesseeneeeseennennas 175
4.7.1 Information behaviours of humanities researchers................... 175
4.7.1.1 Research inSpirations...........cceeeveereereeneeseereseenennennnns 195

4.7.1.2 Advantages and disadvantages of the electronic
information space, as perceived by humanities scholars .. 199

4.7.1.3 Serendipity.....cccveruerrerrieieniieienieeie e eie e 201
4.7.1.4 CONCIUSIONS ...cvviiiiieiieiiiiteieeteeie e 202
4.8 The information competences of humanities scholars....................... 204
4.8.1 Status of reSearch .........ccoevvererierieiiiiicce e 204
4.8.2 The information competences of humanities scholars
in the studied PIS ..o 211
4.8.3 Information awareness — the present state ............ccoevveeveervenenne 221
4.8.3.1 Evaluation of features of information resources .......... 223
4.8.3.2 Information-related activity.........ccceceevereerierrenennennens 226
4.8.3.3 Attitude to digital publications...............cceeerverrervennen. 229
4.8.3.4 Approach to the publishing process ...........cccccevvervenene 230
4.8.3.5 Assessment of own information-related activity.......... 230



4.8.3.6 Attitudes to informal communication, ResearchGate

ANA OPEN ACCESS ...vveneeeeieiieieeieeieeieereereereseeeseeeeesees 232
4.8.3.7 The dominant model of information awareness........... 233
CONECIUSION ...ttt 239
1. Basic assumptions of the explanatory model..............ccceoerverrrnennen. 241
2. Impact of digitisation on the PIS ...........ccooieiiiiiiiiniieeeeee 242
2.1. Information frustration.............cceevecveriecieniieienieiese e 244
2.2. Differentiation of groups of information users ............c.cc.eue... 246
2.3. Growth in the role of social media in scholarly communication...247
3. Generational Change.............ccvevuerieriieieniieiei e 248
4. National SCICNCE POLICY ...vevreriiieiieiieieetieie et 249
5. Science policy at local level........ccooveieiieiiinieieiccceee e 251
6. The development of the digital humanities...........c..cccevererinenenenne. 252
CONCIUSIONS ...ttt st 252
The TULUTC....coeiniiiii e 254
Bibliography ........coooviiiiiiiiiiec e 259
APPENAICES.......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie ettt st 273
1. SUIVey qUESLIONNAIIES ....ecvverveeeieiieeieeieieeteeneeeteeniesseensesseessesseessesssesens 273
1.1 QUESHIONNAITE 1 ..ioviiiiiiiieeiiecieecie et e 273
1.2 Questionnaire on sources of information about tools (Survey 2)...279
1.3 Questionnaire on needs to improve information-related skills

(SUIVEY 3) ittt sttt eneense e 280

1.4 Supplementary questionnaire on selected aspects of information
AWATENESS (SUTVEY 4)..eiiiiiiieeiiieeiieeie ettt ettt 281
2. Detailed results of bibliometric analysis..........ccccceeveererevererceeneenennns 285



